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And as the Space Shuttle Program 

progressed through breakthroughs and 
heartbreaks, numerous microgravity 
experiments have been designed, built, 
and operated by NASA Glenn and con-
ducted on-orbit on the space shuttle. 
The results of NASA Glenn experi-
ments have been used to improve fire 
safety, emissions reduction, energy ef-
ficiency, healthcare, and electronics. 

On the ground Ohio’s NASA engi-
neers explored the universe with Ohio 
astronauts on-orbit. Nineteen astro-
nauts from Ohio flew on the space 
shuttle, some multiple times. Former 
astronaut-turned-U.S. Senator John 
Glenn flew on STS–95, and STS–70, the 
‘‘All-Ohio Crew,’’ flew in 1995 with four 
Ohio natives on the crew, and the fifth 
crewmember was made an honorary 
Ohioan. 

As we congratulate NASA on the 
Shuttle Program and honor all those 
involved in its success, the true meas-
ure of the importance of the STS Pro-
gram will be where NASA goes next. 

I have had the privilege to meet 
many of the scientists, engineers, and 
workers at NASA Glenn. They are dedi-
cated and compassionate, guided by the 
scientific patriotism that displays a 
nation’s pursuit in understanding the 
world in which we all live. 

The space shuttle has enabled the 
United States to continue its leader-
ship in space, science, and technology. 
I am proud of NASA Glenn’s role in the 
design and testing of the space shuttle, 
and especially of its leadership in nu-
merous scientific experiments that 
have been conducted on the space shut-
tle. 

I am confident that both NASA and 
the United States will refocus to con-
tinue to push the boundaries of 
science—fueling technology advance-
ments and inspiring our children to be-
come the next generation of scientists, 
engineers, and explorers. NASA Glenn 
and Ohio will continue to play a major 
role in that effort. 

Our Nation is defined by the spirit of 
discovery, pushing westward on land, 
navigating the oceans, and sending hu-
mankind into what was once a mere vi-
sion seen only through Galileo’s eye. 
We are a nation of explorers. And we 
all have a responsibility to safeguard 
that defining American spirit and to 
inspire a new generation of American 
explorers. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING WAY WAY STORE 

∑ Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, it is al-
ways devastating when a business that 
has been part of the fabric of a local 
community closes, whether it is the 
drycleaner, the candy shop, or the gro-
cery store. That was the case with the 
Way Way Store in Saco, ME, which 
closed its doors 8 years ago after nearly 
80 years in business. However, due to 
the entrepreneurial spirit of a local 
couple, the Way Way Store has re-

cently reopened, reinstating the origi-
nal store’s dedication to offering per-
sonal service and affordable products. 
Today I commend the Way Way Store 
for its grand reopening and discuss its 
remarkable history. 

The Way Way Store was originally 
opened in the southern Maine town of 
Saco in the late 1920s by the Cousens 
family. Eugene Cousens constructed 
the store from handmade concrete 
blocks, an effort that resulted in the 
building being placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. Today, the 
building’s exterior retains its original 
red-and-white color scheme, and the 
original cash register still sits atop the 
counter. Through the 1940s, the Way 
Way Store was essentially a rest stop 
for travelers as it offered gasoline, 
clothing, outhouses, and food. Over 
time, the Way Way Store began to 
focus on selling candy and other foods 
and quickly became a popular local es-
tablishment. 

Like many other established small 
businesses, the Way Way Store places a 
strong emphasis on family. The 
Cousens family owned the Way Way 
Store from the time that it opened 
until Peggy Tyrell and Catherine 
Cousens decided to close the store in 
2003. Eight years later, Peter Scontras, 
a retired historian and schoolteacher, 
and his wife Bridget reopened the store 
last month to much acclaim, thus re-
storing a local landmark. They remain 
determined to honor the legacy that 
the Cousens left behind while adapting 
to ensure the store’s success. 

The Way Way Store has been some-
thing of an institution in Saco, and the 
reopening has provoked a strong posi-
tive response in the town. People who 
frequented the Way Way Store before it 
closed in 2003 are coming back to take 
in the atmosphere that harkens back 
to the mid-20th century and to enjoy 
the wide range of sweets that the store 
offers. By offering a multitude of tradi-
tional favorites like penny-candy and 
employing original ideas like a takeout 
ice cream window, the Scontras family 
has proved to be shrewd business own-
ers, and the new Way Way Store has 
endeared itself to yet another genera-
tion of Mainers. 

As many specialty shops fall to the 
wayside due to competition from larger 
chains, it is inspiring to see a small 
business rediscover success and con-
tinue its contribution to the local 
economy. People in the Saco area have 
expressed their gratitude to Mr. and 
Mrs. Scontras for reinvigorating a true 
gem in York County. I join them in 
thanking the Scontras family for the 
risk they have taken in opening a 
small business in this tumultuous 
economy and commend them on their 
hard work and dedication to their cus-
tomers and to the Way Way Store’s 
grand tradition.∑ 
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ISABEL, SOUTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Isabel, SD. The town of Isa-

bel will commemorate the 100th anni-
versary of its founding this year. 

Isabel was founded in 1911 and named 
after the daughter of a railroad agent. 
Located in Dewey County, it was a 
booming community in the early years 
when the town served as the last west-
ern stop on the Milwaukee railroad. 
Isabel became a home for settlers look-
ing for a place to successfully raise 
livestock and farm. Today, the commu-
nity of Isabel continues to carry on 
their strong agricultural heritage and 
grow their local businesses. 

Isabel has been a successful and 
thriving community for the past 100 
years, and I am confident that it will 
continue to serve as an example of 
South Dakota values and traditions. I 
would like to offer my congratulations 
to the citizens of Isabel on this land-
mark occasion and wish them contin-
ued prosperity in the years to come.∑ 
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MELLETTE COUNTY, SOUTH 
DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Mellette County in South 
Dakota. Mellette County will com-
memorate the 100th anniversary of its 
founding this year. 

Mellette County was organized in 
1911 and named after Arthur C. 
Mellette, the first Governor of the 
State of South Dakota. The county 
seat, White River, is home to the an-
nual Frontier Days celebration and 
rodeo. In celebration of the centennial, 
the communities of Norris, White 
River, and Wood will be hosting many 
events to mark this important mile-
stone. 

Mellette County has been a success-
ful and thriving example of South Da-
kota values and traditions for the past 
100 years, and I am confident that it 
will continue that tradition. I would 
like to offer my congratulations to the 
citizens of Mellette County on this 
landmark occasion and wish them con-
tinued prosperity in the years to 
come.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 
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MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 

The following bill was read the first 
time: 
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